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With its low property prices,

historic Jerez offers Britons
a delicious taste of Spain,
says Cathy Hawker -

'HE fabulous city of Jerez, in southern

Spain, may be the birthplace of

flamenco but for generations of Britons

it has a greater honour: as home of that

most genteel yet potent of tipples —

erry. This friendly city ot‘rexs bags of
Andalusian culm dozens of bustli

(where the sherry is made and served) and
almost unbroken summer sunshine.

At a quarter of the size of nearby Seville, it
feels more like a town than a city and its streets
are the perfect place for a leisurely evening stroll,
with Jacaranda and orange trees scenting the air.
‘There are the cobbled narrow alleys of the Casco

‘It is a mystery why buyers have
overlooked Jerez, it even has an
airport served by Ryanair’

Historico, enclosed by 11th century walls, or San
Mateo and Santiago, the shabby gypsy quarters
offering lively flamenco bars, or Calle Larga, the
fancy shopping street where families promenade
as evenings cool.

“Jerez is a traditional Andalusian city and very
much Old Europe,” says Chris Mercer, owner of
Jerez-based agents Mercers. “It is also Spain’s
cheapest city for property”

It is a mystery why buyers have overlooked it. It
has its own central airport served daily from
Stansted by Ryanair. When the high-speed train
line (AVE) is completed in 2010, Jerez will 1oin
Barcelona as the only Spanish airport

Flamenco bars bring Ierex 's gypsy quarter to life at
night (left), with celebrations fuelled by the city’s
other great gift to the world, sherry, produced by its
famously named bodegas (above and right)

Sher

dedicated AVE station. The Costa de la Luz

beaches are 20 minutes away; the ski resorts of

Sierra Nevada are to its south, the Unesco-
protected Dofiana National Park to its north.

Mercers has resale property in the heart of
Jerez from £85,000, with renovated four-bedroom
‘houses from about £373,000.

“Typical buyers are looking to spend up to
£200,000 on a low-maintenance, two-bedroom
apartment for regular visits,” says the firm's
Nicole Gandy. “They are rarely interested in
lying on a beach but want to walk out of their
front door and have plenty to see and do.”

For about £245,000 you could buy a three-
bedroom apartment in a refurbished bodega in
the Casco Historico where original stone walls
and high ceilings have been mixed with contem-
porary kitchens and bathrooms.

Let someone else do the work

For about £180,000 you could buy a two-bedroom
duplex apartment in the elegant Palacio
Carrizosa, once home to a noble family and now
split into 20 flats. Says its owner, Cayetana Mar-
tinez Lopez: “Jerez is a place still to be discov-
ered. Prices here five years ago were so cheap.
But you can still find bargains, though it is get-
ting ler.” Lopez and her partner, Leon, reno-
vate apartments in Jerez.

After living in Madrid and Manchester, Lopez
finds Jerez a friendly city with low living costs —
although few residents in the city speak English.

From £254,000: flats at 440-acre Arcos Gardens,
near Jerez, where 470 homes are being built close to
a Moorish mountain town. Visit www.pureintel.com

“Renovating a flat here w'lthnut speaking Span-
ish would be difficult,” she w:

A typical palacio conversion has a large stone
entrance opening into an inner courtyard with
residents sharing a roof terrace and gardens.
Many apartment conversions are dark but this is
for good reason in a city where summer tempera-
tures can soar.

“British buyers think they must have south-
facing property,” says Gandy. “But when tempera-
tures hit 45 degrees Celsius, shade is more impor-
tant. Thick walls and cool marble are what you
want.” Barbara Wood, of The Property Finders,
says Jerez property is 20 per cent cheaper than in
Seville. Despite Andalusia being the best buyers’
markel for ﬁve years, Jerez ls scm growing.
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attracting a wealthy S»anlsh nmket looking for
country houses,” savaWood.“u‘youwantwbe
in me city, avoid the suburbs where there

been a lot of construction. Head for the hislorlc
centre where it is possible to find two-bedroo:
renovated flats for about £200,000."

As a sign of the times, the city is set to welcome
the world’s largest Ikea store, a 3.7 million square
feet branch in its central commercial district. It
wil the fourth Tkea in Andalusia, joining
stores in Malaga, and Granada.

W Mercers (0845 017 7605; www.spanishproperty.
co.uk); The Property Finders (020 7518 0335; www.
thepropertyfinders.com)

For more on Andalusia, see page "
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Matthew and Nuria Goodsell live in Jerez with
their children, Robin, four, and Candela, eight

‘Jerez has had a facelift but
it is still very Spanish’
MATTHEW Goodsell spent a year in Jerez in 1989
as part of his studies as an undergraduate at

Bristol University. He fell under the city’s spell.
“lerez was rough and ready then,” says

Matthew. “It was’ Span

foreigners. When | mumed m live here in 1998
it had had a facelift but was still very Spanish.”
Matthew and his Spanish wife, Nuria, bought

a house off plan on the outskirts of Jerez in
2005, paying £179,000. Recent valuations put it
at £400,000, but their best investment has been
setting up Hammam Andaulusi — a spa based
on a traditional Arabic baths — in an 18th
century town house near Jerez Cathedral.

“We bought the building in June 2005 in a run-
«down part of Jerez that has now become sought
after,” says Matthew. “Flamenco City, a
museum devoted to flamenco, is being built
nearby.” Other than occasionally missing
London’s museums and galleries, Matthew can
think of nothing he dislikes about Jerez.

“There's good food, a great climate, a family-
orientated culture and a high standard of
living,” he says.

W For more information about Hammam
Andaulusi, visit www.hammamandalusi.com.




